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HOW MUKDEN FELL

First Complete Review

Wars Greatest Battler

STRATEGY-

With Bravest of Troops to Obe

Orders Brought Victory

FlU Ulvliieni of Oyama Army Slov-

ltti Irrnlitlble Force Into Potlllo
Assigned Urtpue the Algorous n-

iltlanre or the Fn it and handicap
or the father Knropatkln Mltlr
at Planned by Ills Foe by Attachi o

Ills Left Found Illmirtr Outnankr
by Port Arthur Veterans on I-

Initht nelrratlnc lie Left aoH
Dead on the Field Hart lOOOf
Wounded and Io t BOooo Prisoner

Japanese Had ftO MK Caiualtle
ID DmjV FlKhtlnsT Combined Armli
Numbered Fully 301 00 Slei-

Sftttal CaN Oopalrt lo Tnt Sen
LONDON April JS The flrst conipn

temive account of the battle of Mukdc

has just reached Europe It is a clear

cold record furnished by the Japanee
themselves of tho greatest combat at
In the worlds history It reveals a foot o

combined Intelligence and physical en-

durance which as the Time exclaim

today commands our almost doipalrln
admiration

The account Is prefaced by an

ef the Japanese chain of reasoning o

whIch their campaign was boned Thet
strategy was concerned as much with

subtle psychology as with the actual dls

positions on the battlefield What would

Gen Kuropatkln think and how would

he act in the conditions presented to him

were the problems flrrt In view of

Japanese staff and as the event proved

solved them accurately
They contrived to give the Russian com

rnander the impression that soldiers trains
In Japan and accustomed to move among

mountains would fall when fighting on

plains Tho whole course of the campaign

tended to confirm this twttmate Tin

luocesa of Kuropatklns masterly retreat
from Llaoyang seemed to prove

J j failed to seize obvious advantage
In he operations on the plains

It does not eeem to have occurred
Kurflpatkin that the Japanese were de-

liberately fostering a delusion Every
thing conspired to persuade the Russian

staff that Field Marshal Oyama would

move through the mountain on the
of Mukden instead of over the plains
the

HOW OTAifA PIJkKWBD TOK BATTLE

That Is precisely what the Jopanev
wished the Russians to Infer for their
plan was exactly the opposite Their
plan did Indeed include a march upon

Fushun from the south but this was to
attacking and containing maneuver

ratker than a turning one The true out
flanking movement was to be one to the
west sweeping up through the broad plain
between the Hun and Lloo rivers It WM

to push as far as Slnmlntung thirtythree
miles west of Mukden and thence turning
Mt to be directed against the city and
the railway on the north until finally in the
region northward of Mukden it was to
throw itself across the path of tho Russians
who meanwhile would have been dls
lodged from their strongly entrenched
central line and forced back toward tho
city

In Abort the five Japanese armies were
to form a crescent whose cusps were over
ninety miles apart At first It would

draw together the western cusp how-

ever being finally thrown forward ro
to form a closed curve with the eastern
This stupendous conception Involved the

tdvinceof 400000 frontof nearly
a hundred miles and required thit the
movements of every unit of the five

irrmes should re accurately coordinated-
A necessary element in the Japanese

scheme was to divine the measures to which
Its developmentwould provoke the enemy
It should be remembered that both sides
had devoted long months of waiting In th-

vsllay of the Bha River strenuous labors
fortification The Russian lines stretched
tack upon tier upon tier of defenses
armed with over 1300 guns and forming
south of Mukden a barrier that foreign
experts pronounced Impregnable The Jap
anew position was scarcely less secure
That either army should dash Itself against
the other entrenchment teemed un-

thinkable but there a difference The
Jspanea had never failed to escalade suc-
cessfully sooner or later any field forti-

fications constructed by tho Russians
The Russians had invariably failed to carry

ny position fortified by the Japanese
Therefore while Oyama had no crippllnz

tar that file wide exUnalon of wings
would expose bis center to any serious
wedge driving he quite pre-

pared to attempt something of the sort
on hU own account nnt to rush against
the Russian lines In a state of undisturbed
liability but to rush If at any moment they
fhculd appear tb be shaken by shocks
against their flanks

Meanwhle It wa essential to devise
method of diverting the enemy

Ctentlon during the development of the
thank movement and Oyama staff chose
the railway They appreciated the enor-
mous Importance Kuropatkin to
the railway so they determined upon
Ties of tremendous attacks o be delivered
along the railway a though that were the
ruuu chosen for reaching Mukdea This

f
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sledgehammer work fell to Gen Oku
troop had often shown themselves

In such tactics
We have therefore to conceive this Ir-

menso battlefield divided Into five sector
each array amtlgned from cast to
the following commanders Kamamur
Kurokl Nodu Oku and Nogl

EASTERN FLANK DOES ITS rAnT
ThiS operations began In the easter

sector according to design suggcutin
this to bo the main turning movement
When the troops took the field It was I
tensely cold but not many days of s
ured frost remained the necesalt
for utilizing the frozen rivers was iir-

pertitlve The Japanese moTd in tw
columns the right taking tho Tita
and the left moving toward Machuntun
The enemys outposts wero driven In at
the right column on Feb U expelling froi
an htrcnchcd osltlon a regiment of Ru
lan Infantry with a battery began It

march for Tltn while the left made
for storming the formidable

Tho totter operation entailed a never
struggle The attacker throng
a snowstorm which was so heavy thi
objects could not be distinguished

arms length To reach the foot
the domes the troops had to cross th
lapse River and as a rise In the tempera
tune had partially molted the Ice the men
progress was much Impeded In face c

these difficulties the utmost bravery fnile
to carry the troops up the precipitous Mope
which wore crowned by a whole division t

enemy with twenty field guns
The attack WWI resumed at dawn on Feb

21 sifter a nights bivouac In the snow
After twelve hours fierce fighting th
Rnsslnni were finally expelled at sunset
They had about a thousand casualties

Then the pursuit began Oyamas mal
object being to cripple the enemys
Ho issued a general order that the pursuln
operations be conducted with the utmos

The Russians offered frequent re
slstance and It was not until Feb 28 the
the two columns reached their fret objec
tires Marhuntun and Tilt

There now a struggle that latter
seven days The Russians more and more

nvlnccd that a great turning movement
In the Fushun direction constituted tin
jiain feature of the Japanese plan haetenec

dispatch reenforcoments Their auxll
cry railway on the south bank of the Hui
River proved of good service A large
sort of the general resene which consisted
f a whole army corps marched to Machun-
un and Tito
Thus disposing of their reserves the

Russians unwittingly furthered the Japanese
which aimed at diverting the

ittentlon to the east On the other hand
hs columns confronting Machuntun
rita found that the Russian far from yield
ng showed signs of assuming the offensive-

No pen has yet undertaken to describe
he hardships undergone by these Japanese
soldiers during tho whose week of suet
operations in midwinter and In fans of
frequent snowstorm The men were o

finest type of Japaneee seasoned sol
hers of mature age and they appeared
0 surmount all difficulties without flinohlng

At lost on March A Attacks in full force
rere delivered against both places That
Machuntun succeeded and before evening
he Japanese were In full pursuit of the
tuAsians who retreated hurriedly toward

but at Tita twentyone hours of
tthtinuous fighting WM required before
he Russians broke and fled northward
Their defeat was no crushing that they

made no halt until they reached the high
nnds north of Fushun beyond the nun
liver where they rallied in entrenched

The Japanese arrived on the southern
tank of the Hun River after the fleeing
nomy had crossed and found the Ice would
tot bear them This unlooked for

caused great embarrassment
the difficulty was overcome and the

shun position carried the Russians
retiring along tho road to Tiding

In this series of engagements the Japanese
Mt S8CO men and the enemys casualties
sere estimated to have been four times
s many The Russian forces consisted
f three divisions and three regiments of
nfantry with RennenkampfTs division
t cavalr

VALIANT WORK BT KUBOKlS fOBCE-

Mecnwhile much had happened lse
rhere The army In the east central
or Kurokls began operations Kuroklst-
nmedlate objectives were first to break

hrough the formidable plaxus of works
hich guarded the approaches to the road

dlng northward toward tho Hun River
Pens hu and second to beat back

Russians posted between the east cen

al sector and tho cast sector In other
ord to effect a junction between his right
nd KawamuraA left operating against
lachuntun By establishing Itself along
ils line KuroklM right would also gain

to the road leading north from Tau

ickau to the banks of the Hun River

that four Japanese columns would be
mow simultaneously In the east end

set central sectors the Hun River
of Mukden
need scarcely tie said that the attain

rent of the first objective was attended-
y extreme difficulties the task being

athtng less than to carry the eastern
snk of a of Russian defense

valley Sha River defenses upon

hlch months of labor had been expended-

ne attack took place at night amid a
lowstorm but although the men suffered

from the cold and were blinded
thickly falling flakes the snow did a

iendtr service by outlining the positions
t the Russian stake so that not one
isualty resulted from them The soldiers-
ad bidden each otter farewell before
loving and with the Japanese troop
tat ceremony means death or success

heir experience served them usefully in
paling wire entanglements for
istd of attempting to cut a passage
1 hitherto they employed balks of
t levers to pry these obstructions
lace
This particular attack was one of many

by an Incident unhappily not
where Russian troops are

he enemy concentrated their fire on the
Id hospital on which the Red Cross flag

a waving conspicuously maintained
cannonade for some hours and killed

number of wounded
March S Kurokls center and left

ad Achieved purpose They had
road the left Bha River entrench
rent and gained a beyond

e general northward advance Mean
bile hi right lad begun Its northeastern
tension carrying with no little
cluster of posts had been able to detach

column for establishing touch
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MUKDEN AND THE SURROUNDING DISTRICT WHERE 701500 TROOPS WERE IN BATTLE FOR NINETEEN DAYS
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with the army In the east sector and fo
cooperation In he attack on Machuntun

rirncK AnTiLLEnr DUBI IN CENTEn

Until Feb 37 the army In tho central
Xodnusl obedient to the genera

Bchemo of strategy showed no o
activity on the morning
Feb 2 together with the lef
wing of the army In the east central sector
opened a furious cannonade all along
front A powerful park of artillery includ
Ing many guns of position had been quiet
assembled and whereas all through th
winter under Ineffectual but frequent gut
practise on tho Russian side the Japanese
had kept silence there now burst from Ihs

Japanese trenches a furious hall of pro-

Jectiles
The Russians supposing this the prcludi

to a general attack rapidly massed thre
hundred guns to reply and throughout tit
afternoon a tremendous artillery duel raged
It continued the two following days Tin
Japanese did not suffer severely but bar
the satisfaction of putting many of the
enemys out of action and witnessing
the piecemeal destruction of his fortlflca-
tlons

On the third day the Russians re enforced
their artillery with fifteen batteries of
Hold piece and four batteries of
guns but the of the fire was still
on the

During the first the opening-
of the fire the made a gallant
but strangely Inadequate attempt against
the left of the army In the central sector
After A concentrated artillery lire eight
companies of Infantry moved down on each
side of the railway an hour before midnight
and forced their way Into the trenches of
the Japanese whets a fierce hand
to hand encounter took place The men
of the outpost held their ground with dogged
tenacity and being reenforced drove out
their assailants after a three hour combat
The Russian left slxtydead They claimed
a victory but on what grounds the olnlm
was boRed It Is difficult to discover

This Incident though exceptionally reso-
lute In character accorded with the general
course of events During the preceding
months futile cannonading and pretty
frivolous attacks had been typical of the
Russian game of war H seemed OA though
activity however Ineffectual was a ne
ceoslty to the soldiers of tho Car

The sequel of this shattering cannonade-
was that tho army of the central sector
pushed the enemy from his last outworks
south of the She River near Lluchwang
tun and Wanpasohan and having effected
this between March land March o It waited
the development of the turning attacks
east and west

It must bo noted In considering these
Japanese attacks that they took place at
the close of the Manchurian winter with
the mprcury averaging 5 to 10 degrees
below In such conditions It le out of the
question for the attacking party to have

to entrenching The pick and
powerless against the Iron hard

Nothing offered for
mente except the very
tute of sand bags Each soldier carried one
md It happened not infrequently that the
men had to lie for hours on or under the
mow behind these frail defen es while the
snemy from his secure position poured
shot and shell Into them

The Idea suggests itself that the opera
Lions ought to have been Advantageously
postponed until the climatic conditions were
more favorable but a postponement would

the serious Impediment of
f he Japanese chose

he Interval between midwinters almost
mendurable cold and the opening of spring
They did not begin operations a moment

soon delay of days would
ave converted the Hun River from n Ice

into a deep waterway The troops-
n center and west were only Just-
n time to escape an which might
lave changed the whole complexion of the
campaign

KU APfABENTLT CHUCKED HAD DONE ISIS

wont
Meanwhile Gen Oku on Feb 2 began

tl advance between the Sha and Hun
Iver and beyond the wet bank of the
atter Ever since the Heikautal combat-
he Russians had been entrenching various
Mint in this district probably with the
dew to renewing offensive for they
Lsserted that although repulsed at Helkaii
al they had won positions valuable

repetition of movement at
i more

Thus when Oku begun his advance ho
ran received by a cannonade from

Ight batteries This happened on
sat the Hun of
au No progress could immediately he
ffected In fate of this storm of hhells-
Pne Japanese had not only to suspend
heir advance but also to receive that night

fierce counter attack which shook-
ff with some effort These Oku
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men men who had never
next day his army e

forward overriding Changtau and reach-
Ing Wuklatzu and Choukwanpau on Marl

Thenceforth the rush continued rollln
the enomy back from Suhupau where larg
quantities of arms and ammunition wen

The RusMians confronted hi
line from Ukwcnnatw by Shatasu
MAchlapu to Paltapu the line extending
faun tho southwest to the south of Mukder

There this army threatened ompUtel
to outflank the Russians In the Sh
River valley but now from the night o
March 0 Okus progress was checked
The enemy had strengthened his
with tier upon tier of
held them with a greatly superior force
Again and again Okus Kuro
patkln could now with truth report a sue
cessful repulse of the Japanese

This very day saw the army in the eas
sector also still held up before Machuntui
and Tita after assaults lasting seven days
In factat that moment Kuropatkln mlgh
also have congratulated himself but li
truth Okue wa achieved Deslstini
from he sat down to contain
tho Russians pending the development
of the great western oporatioi
which ho now know to
rent Jkttrncn VKTXRAJTS PLANK TIIB ENEHT

Not until Feb 27 did the west sector
appear In the field Then suddenly it war

found In the extreme southwesterly comer
far but directly behind the position
whence Okus men were sweeping forward

right rested on Rhwangshu and Infi
Prenllma HO that it lay between
and Llao rivers

A march of thirty In one day had
brought It there scouts
might well 1 pardoned for falling to detect
Its presence especially since to look for
it they must have passed through Okus
lines Nogis forces for It was the Port
Arthur army marched In echelon of col
tuna the left wing considerably In

and covered by a screen of cavalry
Twenty miles were covered the second
day and twentyfive on the third

When on Mardi 1 cavalry van entered
Slnmlntung thirtythree miles west of
Mukden no sellout resistance had been
encountered nor was there anything to
Indicate that the enemy though driver
from Sufangtai Imagined themselves in
touch with a new army They seem to
have mistaken the Port Arthur men for
part of OkuH forces and the mistake was
held until March 4 by which time Xogis
veterans had swung round so that their
right came Into line with Okus left at
LIkwanpau and their left extended due
north to Taphlchlno fifteen miles of
Mukden on the Sinmlntung road

During the next two days they ossified
Okus attack Against tho enemyi positions
southwest of Mukden meanwhile pushing
their own left ntlll further north and on
March 7 keeping their right still pivoted
on Ukwanpau they swung eastward In an
arc shaped line with a frontal develop-
ment of fifteen miles

The fighting was now fierce for not only
were the Russians resisting vigorously-
at their Intrenched positions northwest
of Mukden but they also sent n division
with seventy guns which fruitlessly

to drive a wedge Into Kogls line
Nothing could stop the Port Arthur

battalions They declared that this kind
jf work WAS a mere picnic compared with
lashing against the stone and iron of a
permanent fortress and they
hat the Issue of the great battle de
landed largely upon their success On
March 8 they carried position after poll
Ion Hslpakaltun Paklattu and
abU finally reaching a strongly fortified
line from Taplngchwsn to the northern
ttaumlca Pellung A detachment was
vow sent to wreck the railway north of
Mukden which accomplished most
ompletely

KCBOMTKlH fEEM COJ1 T10HTl IKO ASP
BKTBKATS

Already the crisis of the titanic
Ight had come Kuropatkln has not yet laid
are of his In supreme
rout of military Up to March
r his reports were couched In an optiml tlo

He was capturing halt a score of
coming Into possession of

wo or three machine guns there and
epulslng the enemys assault everywhere-

On 7 however he seems to have
ealir his Intelligence had been
oneontrAtod on taking one nf his ad
fersanrs pawns while all the time the
oils of a checkmate wore closing round
Us own unconwiou king Even then he
zed not recognized that the troop
og against right and rear
Port Arthur anny but at any rate he saw

effectually outflanked
The order to retreat wa given and the

began on night of March 7
recognized the famlllAr-

ymptom once Kurokl In full
mr ult by midnight and Nodsu from a
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A M and before Kuropatkln reached
Hun River whore he hoped to sake
determined stand the Japanese were a
his heels forcing him across tho rivet
and never allowing him an Instant to

At II oclock In the forenoon Oku afte
desperate fighting which cost the Russian
8000 casualties broke through the
that BO stoutly encircled the south
southwest of Mukden and from an attitude
which for tho moment had become almoa-
defenslrffpoMwdto one of vigorous pursuit

Kamamuro renewing his vehement
against Machuntun and Tita saw hit

stubborn foes fleeing at nightfall and Nogli
men before noon were engaged in wrecking
the railway north of Mukden

The whole stupendous structure of the
defense had fallen to pieces In an Instant-
It had been noted thrice during the first
fifteen days that the Japanese assaults had
been hampered by snowfalls Once again
on March the weather interfered in for
of the Russians There arose a duststom
such as only those who have encountered
tbo phenomenon In Manchuria can appre
elate a storm which obscure the sun
exposed parts of the body like a
force Icy coldness through thickest
garments and renders even breathing
difficult

Such conditions suited disorganized flight
rather than organized pursuit and

mitigated the Russian disaster II
was heavy enough however

The Japanese closed In from all sides
The armies In the east and east central
sectors swept the Russian left from the
hills northward of Fushun The center
army crossed the Hun River and then wheel-
ing westward with Xogls army-

a gantlet the Russians who
had retreated before Okus men on the
west of Mukden had to pass These things
happened on March 10 the last day of the
great battle or series of battles for the
flee armies had been engaged for nineteen
days fighting over a front of 100 miles

THK LOSSKS HEAVY

The Russians left some 30000 dead They
had over lOOCOu wounded and poet 80000
prisoners w ith enormous quantities of food
stuffs and war material The Japanese
casualties totaled 50000

It had a ways been anticipated that If
forced to fall back from Mukden the Rus-
sians would make another stand at Tiellng
where they had constructed permanent
fortifications and accumulated great stores
hut that expectation had not Imagined
that the retreat would bo In the nature of
a rout After the loss of over fifty per cent
of the whole army to havo stopped at Tiel
Ing would have been to Invite final dis-

aster Kuropatkln after a strong
resistance continued his flight and

the Japanese following close on his heels
entered Tiding on

701500
The forces In this battle were

three armies numbering 376

battalions of Infantry 171 batteries of
Artillery 178 sotnlas of cavalry number
Ing 3CO800 94000 gunners with lSM
guns and sabres an aggregate of
391500 men

It 1 difficult to speak with accuracy of
the Japanese numbers which comprised
sixteen divisions A division may com-
prise anything from 10000 to 30000 men
It may be assumed that they averaged
25000 making the Japanese arms 400000
The total stand at the enor-
mous

Only four divisions were allotted to
Nogi and four to Oku Originally Oku
commanded three divisions but in view
of the combined r61e of screening and
attacking Assigned to him one division
of the renter army wa drafted Into his
command Thus no fewer than eight
divisions of the whole Japanese
irmy the Russian right

suggested by this distribu-
tion the peril that Kuropatkln might have
truck heavily at the Japanese center and
1rivena wedge between the two
but against this danger there
safeguards the first that the strength of
the fortifications at the Japanese center
were such a almost to defy attack and the
second that Xodxu commanded picked

who had earned the reputation
Invincible-

It cannot be said that len Kuropatkln-
efrainfd altogether from offensive tactic

the Japanese center hut his attacks
sere ineffective and desultory and not
Calculated to Impart even a sensible shook-

to Kodzus divisions and from the day
ho latter opened hla terrible cannonade
under which Kuropatkln fortifications
rumbled away the Russians probably

bought little of attacking Besides from
larch 2 the renter army Itself assumed
be offensive and though completely to

the opposite him at that
not In Xodzus instructions he

tattled their outworks at more than one
joint and kept their defenders fully
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divided his time between Fuihun and
Mukden It was wings that troubled
him and there U nothing to show that he
ever suspected the numerical weakness-
of the Japanese center

wiann jAFAxmB CBEDIT FALL
Military historians will wish lo know

to whom the for the tine strategical
program of should be assigned
The disposition of Englishmen would bo
to look for a Roberts or a and
the Inclination of European and
experts 1s to regard Toklo a
center

Both are mistaken especially the latter
By many Occidental writers Marshal
Yamagata ct as Japans Von
Moltke By others Flkld Marshal Oyama
Is honored as the Wellington of nation
but what Yamagata and Oyama represent
is a sentiment the sentiment of
and Choshu respectively There
to Japan this relic of old times that the two

reno nod Samurai clans of the military
must furnish figureheads for every

great enterprise of war
The two Marshals are remarkable men

but to any ono crediting them with strategi
cal genius their own answer would be a
laugh If on tho other handthe Japanese
publicist were Invited to assign praise for
the recent victories he would probably
after considerable hesitation name Baron
Kodama of the general staff HU hesita
tion would mean this That he knows his

faith In many councillors
The major part of the applause certainly
belongs to Kodama but equally certain It Is

that a great number of officers had a hand
in shaping the program A wise sugges-

tlonf romthe youngest would as much
deference as though It from a
senior That Is tho Japanese habit Onlya
few perhaps will be called conspicuously
to the footlights when the curtain falls on
this great drama but many will have con-

tributed to the result
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JAP NEAR IMVlMVir 7141

May De Going South to Intercept
Itusstan Squadron

fpiclol Cttlt Dlifalchtl la TaB sex
SAIOOX April 25 Twenty Japanese

worships Kamranh Bay on Sunda
evening ore supposed to be site
the Russian fleet

The Russians have captured two rip
laden steamers bound for Japan

Firing was heard again on Sunday
morning at long Intervals-

It is untrue that the crew of the Interned
Russian cruiser Diana have joined Admire
Bojeatvenskys fleet The French has
taken the strictest precautions to guar
both the men and the ship

BANOIIOI CochinChina April 24 vt
April 2S A number of Russlar

cruisers are outside Kamranh flay am
two threefunneled ships are inside
harbor It I believed that the Russlar
naval base has been transferred to Hainan
Island

KtAOciun April 25 The German cruiser
Sperber sighted on Saturday In the Straits
of Formosa several Japanese warships
One of them In tow and appeared U-

be badly damaged They were golnj
northward

BEBUtf April 23 It 1 emlofflclall
stated that It is Impossible that the crutoi
Sperber sighted any Japanese warshlp-

ia on April 22 as she at Klaochoi
from April 21 till 24 when she sailed

for Hongkong
Casino April 23 It U reported from

Corea that Admiral Togo and the greatrn
portion of the Japanese fleet were at Ma

rampo on the last Thurs-
day

PARIS April 25 The St Petersburg cor-

respondent of the Jfain says that the
General Staff of the navy denies that there
has been any engagements In Far Eastern
waters a reported It says that Admiral
Rojestvensky on leaving Kamranh Bay
went back as far as Java or Borneo to effect
a junction with Admiral Nlcbogatoff who
was within three or four days sail

The St Petersburg correspondent of
Sctu dt Paris telegraphs thata well informed
authority states that Niebogatoff probably
effected a Junction with Rojeetvennky on

Sunday or yesterday The Admiralty at
St Petersburg refuses to give the slightest
Information

LONDON April 26 The Toklo corre-

spondent of the Telegraph says that
the latter stage of the recent
criala Great Britain intimated her intention
of supporting Japan The British warships
left Hongkong on April 19 at full speed for
Kamranh Bay

It I expected that Rear Admiral Nie
bogatoff will ship supplies In Dutch waters

All the reports concerning the
of Admiral Rojostvenky Rear

Admiral Niebogatoff and Admiral Togo
are merely guesswork It is reported

Toklo gone
There are no reliable

reports to Indicate the whereabouts of
Niebogatoff A telegram from Tslntau
states that he not yet joined Rojest-
vensky but It does not seem likely that
this correspondent Is any better Informed
than the one who sends a SU Petersburg-
rumor that they have already met
According to a despatch to the Daily Matt
dated April 24 a number of Russian cruisers
have arrived ouUlde of Kamranh Bay
Two ore still inside

Tho St Petersburg correspondent of the
Telegraph reports that the difficulties bo

France and Japan occasioned by
stay at Kamranh Bay are

not yet settled He adds that serious com-

plications seem likely to mark the closing
phase of the campaign

Aa regards the land campaign a Berlin
says that private news shows

hat the Japanese are preparing big turning
movements against both Russian
An Immediate resumption of the

Impending with much more favorable
prospects of a conclusive
nan or

VLADIVOSTOK THnEATKFn
Said to De Pouring Into the Sunsrl-
Vallr Kuropatkln Out
fnetol CaW ttHfttett la Tat Sex

LONDON April 26 The St Petersburg
jrrespondentof the prlv t
dvlce state that the Japanese have left
merely a screen In front of Gen LInlevltch
chile pouring their main forces along the
astern mountain peeves Into the valley-

f Sungarl River toward Kiln and
llnguta their ultimate plan being com
letely to Isolate Vladivostok Meanwhile
and of ehuncbuse are creating a diversion
n the Russian right
If thi i correct It Is believed that Ges-

Unlevltch will decide voluntarily to at
the offensive In to save Vladi-

vostok It I reported that Un Kuro
catkin Gen Llnlevitch

the advisability of such a step
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CHIEF KILLED AT BARK FIRE

EAST nnAxoa OF VAN vpn
co nvnXED OUT

Lively Scramble to Rave Funds and Dooki
at nine in Which Old Ridley
en Grand St Wai DMtreytdIfuM
Crowd Girls atmb Down Fire K c P

What WM left of the old Ridley tor
building on the south ilde of Grand strfrsl
and the west tide of Orchard street wnl
up In a five alarm blaze which began about
half post 6 oclock last

In the building were of the But
Side branch of the Van Korden Trust Com-

pany and the lire broko out on the second
floor Jut over them Acting Battalion
Chief W J Wlelond fell from a ladder
and sustained Injuries from which b died
later

The fire was a hot one from the very
start The moment the alarm was gives
the Van Norden people who were stilt In tho
building threw what cash and
were still outside the fireproof
the and looked them up The

were sent uptown to the
office of the companyf at Fifth
Sixtieth street Then some of books
were carried across the street into
offices of the Mutual Alllanoa Trust Com-

pany on the opposite corner
As the fire grew there was a hot tins la-

the Mutual Alliance Trust Companys plaice

only comparable to the more material bloc
across the street V H the

secretary of the for get-
ting everything Inflammable out of the pUoa

quick about It
And leave everything My books

My money Its nonsense yelled Mr
Koelsch

Outside for youl Oct This place truly
start up anytnlnutel shouted the Chief

Koelsch refused to budge Chief Croker
went out and found Inspector Max Sohmltt
berger and announced that he left Koelsch
and his men to the care of the police
Koelschs first reply to Bchmtttberger was
to send A Afenbeln the cashier and two
clerks with a chemical extinguisher to
second floor with instructions to see to It
that the flames which were leaping from
the burning building should not cross the
street The Inspector at last got them
out by furnishing two of his men to escort a
company of bank clerks laden with
satchels full of cash to the Corn
Banks branch at Norfolk street

The Inspector thought for a minute ha
might have to enforce even this concession
y force But a series of terriflo explosions

In the Ridley building which shook the
ground like dynamite blasts were
persuasive than all his eloquence-

The store went out of buslntta F

several years ago and the property was
given over to nv U concerns Beside
Van Norden Trust Company there were
In the building two synagogues a den
Lists supply company a loan association
a and a lot of minor
prime The loss was estimated by
Croker at

The blaze was one of the sort that tends
out great smoky streamers of flame far
beyond the sidewalk line and makes the

hot for blocks either way It
that Inspector Sohmlttberger

laving a meeting of the poUce of
ils district at the Eldridge
md as soon as It became apparent that the
Ire wu serious he turned them all out-

o help In maintaining fire lines This
foresighted for at that hour the East Side
itroeta boll with humanity anyway i

md everybody seemed to want to get near
nough to the names to scorch his garments
t took 150 policemen all the reserves south
if Fortysecond street to hold book the
srowd The police fairly had to fight to
icep the people to Eldridge and Ludlow j
treeta on Grand street and a block north t
tad south on Orchard cod Allen streets i

policemen carne over from the
and by making a groat demob

itration of willingness to trample the pops x

ace under foot finally got the crowds to
nike room for the to do their work J

Policeman dloovered the
Ire as soon as he had sent In the alarm
went through the factory building on the
outh of the Ridley driving

the 100 girls who there
n an underwear factory Many scrambled
Iowa tho fire escapes to the aooompanl
neat of shrieks and cheers from crowds

i
firemen found the names Mting j

hrough into the upper floors of the building
md spreading westward into Rowns furnl
ure store The second and third alarms
tore turned in almost immediately Chief i

broker found however that while
tad been plenty of water for the first

the pressure was not adequate to
additional engines and none of

hem could raise a stream to the upper
loots
The cause of the explosions could not be

arned but It was rumored that four cans
if benzine were stored In a closet in one-

f the factories The heat of the blaze

0 Intense that the fancy glut portico
ocr the entrance of deceased Federal
lank of unhallowed memory on the north

corner WM cracked and fell to the
t In great chunks

After the fire WAS pretty well out Acting
Ion Chief W J Wlehnd of the

Baltalon went up a laddir to
ito the synagogues whlrh were at the
rst end of the Grand street front of

They were full of smoke
they were not directly touched

y the flames Tie chief wo followed by
It driver Caslmir WoodrJckl When they
ere half way up the ladder It slipped
cross the sidewalk caught and bucked

men were shot up ants the sir The
tang chief fell upon a sofa had

allen out of the furniture store front end
rake thru rib He was Attended by

oraner Scholer and was nt un oM lou
Oouverneur Hospital He died there ct

llli ooock night VoodiI kl
down flat on sidewalk and went

sck up ladder
Midway In the fire an alarm came from

street three doors from
Idly building One family of the many
wing In the house had run out leaving a-

in of fat on the kitchen stove It bold
rer and sot fire to the kitchen The men f
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